Hyperintense MCA branch sign on FLAIR-MRI.
We report three patients with cardioembolic stroke or transient ischaemic attack. Fluid-attenuated inversion recovery (FLAIR) MRI within hours of symptom onset, demonstrated linear hyperintensities on the surface of the cortex corresponding to neurologic deficits. This unusual finding was indicative of MCA branch occlusion that was confirmed or suggested with angiography. Ultra-early evaluation with FLAIR- and diffusion-MRI may help establish the diagnosis of acute ischaemic stroke particularly due to embolic MCA branch occlusion.